Description and Expectation for an AWE Guide
Growth through engagement, leadership, challenges, and encountering Jesus. This is what
our heart for an Ascension Wilderness Experience Guide is all about. We want to offer you
the opportunity to come serve in the outstanding Rocky Mountains. Alongside our staff, we
have the honor to lead, guide, counsel students coming from around the world to
experience our Creator in his unique Colorado Wilderness.
Above all else, our expectation for an AWE guide is that they have a heart that is willing to
serve and growing during their time at Ravencrest Chalet.
• Growth through engagement with students who join during their time in AWE.
Spending time in conversation while hiking, climbing, or whatever we are doing,
sharing what Jesus is doing in your heart with others, and being present and willing
to engage with those around us.
• Growth through leadership. During AWE, you will have the opportunity to lead
others on activities, giving them instruction, leading them into adventures on water,
rock, or on trails. You will have opportunity to improve in communication, leadership
skills, and guiding conversations towards meaningful conclusions. By learning to
lead, you have an opportunity to learn to serve, just as Jesus lead by being the
servant of mankind.
• Growth through challenges. In the midst of the beautiful (organized) chaos of AWE,
there are always unexpected challenges and the opportunity to learn to go to Jesus
to ask for wisdom and choose to grow through challenges. Whether its performing
duties you aren’t fond of, learning to work together in a team, or a first aid situation,
you will be presented with opportunities for growth through challenges.
• Growth through encountering Jesus. Most of all during your time, our goal is to
cultivate a space, community, and opportunity for service that leads you to a deeper
knowledge of Jesus our King. We want you to be filled up regularly through teaching,
worship, and prayer so that you are filled with the Living Water that you may get to
pour out to others in and through the good works he has planned for you to walk in.

General Summer Schedule

July 14:
Arrival at Ravencrest
th
th
July 15 -20 :
AWE Guide Training Week
July 21:
AWE Students Arrive
July 22-August 12: AWE Program
August 12
AWE Students Depart

August 12-17
August 17th:

AWE & Summer Clean Up Week
Volunteer & Guide Departure

*Guides are asked to be able and willing to be present from the start to the finish
date of the AWE

AWE Guide Qualifications:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

21 years of age or older
Demonstrates strong leadership abilities.
Models great character, judgement and integrity.
Exhibits teach-ability. Desires to learn new job skills quickly, humbly and
enthusiastically.
Passionate about outdoor recreation and has a desire to make a difference in the
lives of others.
Have an active and growing relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit.
Loves working hard.
Notices and seeks opportunities for personal contribution.
Ability to run two miles in 18 minutes (females) and 16 minutes (males). Willingness
to commit to a training plan, and complete a training plan before AWE begins.
Experience Hiking, Backpacking, Rock Climbing, Mountain Biking preferred, but not
necessary.

Overview of the Hiring Process
1. Apply: First fill out the application on our website. After you fill out an application, expect to
receive an email from us.
2. References: Send out three references to a pastor, mentor, or person of influence in your
life.
3. Essay Interview: Once we have received all three references, you will be sent an essay
interview

4. Phone/Skype Interview: After your essay interview is completed, I will arrange a time that
we can have a phone or skype interview to get to meet you know you better. The interview
is 20-35 minutes in duration.
5. Decision: After going through the interview process, we will let you know our decision
within the week.

Sample Schedule for AWE
Week 1: Day Hikes, Team Building, 3 Day Backpacking Tour
Week 2: Overnight Rafting Trip, Climbing, Mountain Biking
Week 3: 5 Day Backpacking trip, Solo time, and Debrief

Packing List

All AWE guides are required to bring:
Equipment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large backpack (approx. 50 – 60 liters, padded hip-belt, with rainproof cover that
fits over entire pack)
Small Day Pack (15-25L)
Sleeping bag (comfort zone 0-20 degrees F)
Foam or air insulated sleeping pad (light weight)
Head lamp with extra batteries
Pocket knife (small)
Cup and bowl (plastic or aluminum), spoon
Water bottle or Camelback (2 liter minimum)
English Bible (small, translation, not paraphrase), Notebook and Pen
Sunglasses (100% UV rating recommended) and sunscreen
Band-Aids and moleskin
Personal toiletries
Any required personal medication
A camera is recommended (note that mobile phones are not permitted while we
are on tour and so can’t be used as your camera)

Clothing:
•

Hiking boots (these must have strong ankle support and VibramTM or equivalent
soles.

Note: Boots need to cover and support your ankle (over the ankle boot) “Day Hikers”
are not adequate. Boots may be purchased at a local shop ($120 upwards). If you are
bringing boots, you should wear them before you come to “break them in” as well

as your feet. Also, bring along waterproofing agent (e.g. SnosealTM for leather and
sprays for Gore-Tex material).
•

Waterproof rainwear (jacket, cap or hood, pants)

Note: Breathable fabric is preferable. Goretex or similar products are great but not a
necessity.
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Underwear
Long underwear (it can snow in July!)
Socks
o Casual Everyday Socks
o Wool or synthetic hiking socks (3 pairs)
Swimsuit – one piece for ladies
T-shirts (a few of fast drying materials i.e. wool or nylon)
Long-sleeved shirts
Hiking Shorts (not cotton or jean shorts)
Hiking pants (not jeans)
Hat (for sun protection)
Warm mid-layer sweater (preferably fleece)
Wool or fleece mittens or gloves
Warm beanie (ex. wool or fleece)
Running shoes
Slippers (Chacos, Flip Flops)
Towels
Clothing for various activities at Ravencrest (Church Services and special events,
lectures, relaxing, ßrecreation)

ON COTTON: let’s just say this: it’s a bad idea, don’t bring any cotton clothes for hiking.
They absorb water quickly, dry slowly, and don’t provide any insulation when damp
Optional:
•
•
•
•

Personal climbing equipment
Portable musical instruments
Bandanna
A couple of heavy-duty garbage bags and a 1/2 dozen large Zip Loc™ freezer
bags – excellent for watertight packing

