Upcoming Programs
Refuel - Youth Weeks
June 3rd - July 27th 2018
Ascension Wilderness Experience
July 25th- August 15th 2018
Recharge - Men’s weekend
July 27th - July 29th 2018
Refresh - Women’s weekend
August 2nd - 5th 2018
Renew - Adult week
August 6th - 12th 2018
Ascension Wilderness Experience
Sept 17th - October 7th 2018
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You can support us financially, either with a one-time gift or recurring donations on ravencrest.org/donate, or send your donation to
Ravencrest Chalet, PO Box 2620, Estes Park, CO 80517. Tax deductible receipts will be issued.
Find us on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and Instagram!
Instagram @ravencrestchalet, Twitter @RavencrestTorch

www.ravencrest.org

Peaches amd Pumpkins
Yes... peaches and pumpkins! In August we were
driving though western Colorado on our way to drop
off our daughter Anikka at Grand Canyon University
in Phoenix. We had to stop and pick up and enjoy
some of the famous Palisade Peaches. Oh, they were
juicy, good and did not dissapoint. What a wonderful
delicacy that grows from the start of a seed!
Last week I was driving by a pumpkin patch and it
impressed me again as I looked upon the pumpkins
scattered throughout that fruitful patch - what a
wonderful delicacy that grows from the start of just
one seed.
Peaches and pumpkins, I enjoy them both. From the
start of the seed to the abundant fruit I have been
reminded of the principle and power of growth. What
a lesson is learned in observing the production of
growth over time. Growth occurs from the inside
out when the power of the seed is released. These
simple but profound thoughts have inspired and
motivated our theme for the year.
Our theme this year "Grow Up" is taken from
Ephesians 4:14, 15: "So that we may no longer be
children tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,
by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
Him who is the Head, into Christ."
What a privilege to welcome a new group of students
from all parts of the world and walks of life. As we
began the semester, we shared our year's theme.
Through all ages and stages of life, we probably
have heard the statement "grow up". In relating that
expression to spiritual maturity, we described it as
"godliness reigning over worldliness

under pressure." As we gain a greater understanding
of His life within us, we realize the availability
of His power and presence to be that godliness
reigning over worldliness, each step of life's journey,
especially when we are under pressure in the daily
demands we face. By observing the Lord's life on
earth, we can become more familiar with His life
within us. This unique life that is described in the
Gospels is the very same life that is now living in us
today.
The way Christ lived on earth is precisely the same
way He is living in us. We must see that the kind of
life He lived in the flesh is not something different
from the life He now lives in us. Our responsibility is
not something different from the life He now lives in
us. His ability and sufficiency for all we face produces
joy as we abide in Him. Our responsibility is then to
allow godliness to reign over worldliness through our
thoughts, words and actions each step of the way.
The adventure of life in Christ is incredibly exciting
when we allow Him to start the seed, lead the
way, bear the fruit, whether on the mountain tops
or through the valleys of life. His way is always an
adventure filled with "faith stretching" encounters.
As we start each day, we step with excitement and
dependency on Him for wisdom and guidance. Why
settle for the mediocrity of apathy when we can
enjoy the amazement of adventure! So we hope
you enjoy reading our newsletter as you take a few
minutes to be refreshed in the adventure of life and
reflect on the wonderful delicacy that grows from the
start of a seed.
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Prayerpoints
•

Pray for this year’s students and staff
to grow up in the understanding of
the indwelling and abundant life that
is ours in Christ as we abide in Him
daily.

•

Pray for increasing opportunities to
share about the various ministries
of Ravencrest with churches, youth
leaders and potential students.

•

Pray for God’s financial provision for
much needed capital improvements
such as replacement vehicles, facility
repairs and updates.

•

Pray for the Lord's wisdom as we seek
Him in a financially challenging year
and think about new ways we can
invite more Bible school students and
campers to Ravencrest.

Thanks for sharing with potential
students about Bible school and
considering Ravencrest in your
year-end giving.
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STAFF UPDATES
Parting is such sweet sorrow. We are sad to have
said good-bye to Matt and Addie Ashmead and
their little boy Cedar. Matt has served as our
Assistant Principal for the last five years. The
sweetness lies in knowing they are leaving here to
pursue other adventures, and that they will forever
be part of our family here. Matt is planning to
study nursing, so he and his family have moved to
Fayetteville, Arkansas. We send love and prayers
to the Ashmeads!
This year we are excited to have two students
from last year, Justin Alexander – from San
Antonio, TX and Olivia Lowe – from Grove City,
PA, volunteering this year as Resident Assistants
(R.A.’s) for our students. Justin will also be serving
as our Outreach Coordinator to help us engage
more fully with the community around us and
Olivia will be an Office Assistant. A brand new
addition to our Ravencrest family is Avi Maverick
Milliken. Brett and Rachel welcomed their third
son into the world on August 25. He is absolutely
adorable!

SUMMER RECAP
Chris Thomas officially retired from his position
as General Director of Torchbearers International
this summer, passing the baton of leadership to
Peter Reid, Director of Bodenseehof, our center
in Germany. Even though this is a significant
transition for Chris and Bonnie, they will continue
to be active and involved both at Ravencrest and
abroad speaking and teaching as God allows.

It has been such a joy to watch friendships develop
and hear laughter ring throughout the buildings
during these first weeks of school. The students
not only have a deep desire to learn and grow in
their faith but also are dedicating time to getting
to know each other in meaningful ways. Whether
it’s singing and hiking through the National Park or

NEW WEBSITE
Though the times change, the message remains the same.
We always want to be centered around Christ and sharing
Him with others here at Ravencrest. That must never change.
But they don't make websites like they used to. We are very
excited to have launched our new wesbite! It features a fresh
and modern look, using a cheaper but more user friendly
system that we can easily work with ourselves. We were
able to utilize the Torchbearers International Communication
and Development Team to design and build it as well, so it
was done entirely "in house". We hope this new website
represents us well as a ministry, and makes it easier and
more enjoyable for others to connect with us online.
Check it out at: www.ravencrest.org

playing round upon round of “German” Uno in the
Ridgehaus after night classes, the students enjoy
quality fellowship with each other.
Bible school is an amazing yet challenging time
as everyone is pushed outside their comfort zone
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. My prayer
is that the students, during their most encouraging
moments and deepest lows through the year,
would hear the words of Isaiah 51:1 and be
spurred on to run to the Lord: “Listen to me, you
who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord,
look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to
the quarry from which you were dug.”
As much as I love listening to and encouraging
students as they process all they are learning,
my deepest desire is that I would be merely a
sign-post to point them back to the “rock from
which [they] were hewn.” Our Father knows them
fuller than I ever will, and I rejoice in that! May we
die to ourselves more each day so that Christ can
shine brightly through us.
Olivia Lowe
Resident Assistant

This summer was “the perfect storm” in the most
beautiful way. God provided an incredible team of
servants with willing hearts and lots of laughter
through our summer program interns. With their help,
we got to host around 380 kids this summer and show
them Christ’s love through adventure, conversation,
and Spirit filled evenings worshiping our King.
One highlight this summer was Friday mornings. We
hiked up with the whole camp to an overlook with
the Rockies as our background, and got to hear about
how God was moving in their lives this summer. It
was a great time of sharing each week. It is amazing
to see that God is raising up a new generation of His
followers to continue to change the world in their
unique corner of His Kingdom.
In July, a group of 12 young people from around
the world came together to be part of the inaugural
Ascension Wilderness Experience. They endured and
conquered mountains, rivers, storms, and mosquitoes
in the beautiful wilderness of Colorado. During their
time, they encountered the love of the Father, Son,
and Spirit in times of worship, adventure and in the
quiet moments of standing in awe before the beauty
that surrounded them.
The summer finished with adult retreats, full of lifegiving teaching, rich fellowship and new friendships
being formed both in small group discussion and

We have two sets of twins attending Bible school this semester, two brothers
from Germany and sisters from Illinois. Kyrie and Jeremias are here at
Ravencrest, while their twin siblings, Danaca and Samuel, are attending Bible
school at Tauernhof, our center in Austria. Frank ran into them while he was
teaching there in October.

How wonderful that these young people have decided to take a gap year to
pursue Christ and to grow closer to Him! We look forward to hearing how
unique and encouraging these four students' experiences are at Bible school
this year.
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through afternoon activities. It was our pleasure
to host both new and familiar faces, and we look
forward to seeing them again next year.
Every summer we are so thankful to be a part of
our Lord's transformational work in the lives of the
young and more experienced alike. Here are some
experiences from two AWE students this summer:
I've definetly grown from my
experiences on AWE, but the
main thing would be deepening
my relationship with Christ.
- Lucas
I learned how to rest on AWE, rest in a spiritual
sense. Even though we were constantly doing
things, hiking and just being together in community, I
experienced rest because we were in God's creation
and my time in the Word and being detached from the
world resulted in a spiritual rest - a rest that we don't
experience a lot of the times.
- Allison

BIBLE SCHOOL
Grow Up
It's been an outstanding year thus far, as I've been
tremendously encouraged by the Christ-centered
culture among the student body. I've heard so
many meaningful conversations and witnessed
deep, Christ-centered friendships forming.

These students have never met and are from two different countries, yet the
four of them chose to go to Bible school the same semester, and split up - one
to Colorado and the other to Austria.

ENGAGING PEOPLE
TO KNOW CHRIST
THROUGH THE WORD,
RELATIONSHIPS AND
THE OUTDOORS

God is really inspiring growth in this place. It's
challenging and uncomfortable at times, but
that's just how growth works (having been 6'10
at fourteen years old, I know a thing or two about
growing pains).
One aspect of Bible school at Ravencrest that I get
to lead and administrate is weekly ministries.
Students participate every Wednesday in various
ministries (such as mentoring youth in town,

leading at a multi-church youth group, volunteering
at the nursing home, performing random acts of
kindness in our neighborhood and in town, etc.).

Christ is working in and through our students,
and that's all that I can hope for. Keep us in your
prayers!

The students have been stepping up to the challenge of discovering what it looks like to live for,
and especially from, Christ in these opportunities
to serve. Whether it's accepting the challenge of
public speaking, dealing with kids that don't want
to grow, or simply learning to pray for extended
amounts of time, the students are accepting the
challenges and are growing through it.

Justin Alexander
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Resident Assistant

